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ABSTRACT 
In this study, a branched GAX absorption cycle operating with NH3-H2O  pair has been 

investigated to assess its performance under steady state conditions. The cycle modeling is 

implemented using Engineering Equation Solver (EES) software.  Analysis includes 

equations of mass, species and energy conservation. The analysis is used to simulate a GAX 

absorption chiller utilization for air conditioning applications with a nominal capacity of 95 

TR. This chiller uses solar collectors as heat source. The operating parameters are selected at 

different values of the heat source temperature (140 - 185°C), condenser exit temperature  

(30 to 48°C), evaporator exit temperature (2 to 11°C) ; split ratio (0 to 0.18); the difference in 

ammonia concentration(0.25-036),  mass flow rate in solution pump  mr=1 kg/s; heat 

exchanger effectiveness    0.8. The results showed that the average COP is sensitive to 

operating conditions where the average COP and cooling capacity of the branched GAX 

absorption chiller increase with increasing generator and evaporator temperature  whereas 

they decrease with increasing condenser temperature.  Simulation results also show that the 

split ratio and ammonia concentration difference have a significant impact on the 

performance of absorption chiller. 

Keywords: Branched GAX absorption cycle, EES software, COP, thermodynamic 

analysis. 

 

 فرعي  ماص( -امتصاصي مه وىع مبادل حراري)مىنذماء  تحهيم وظري لأداء دورة مثهج  

 
 وغم ياس خضر                          قصي رشيذ عبذ الامير                                           

 جامعت بابم -كهيت هىذست انمىاد -هىذست انمعادنجامعت بابم                        قسم  -كهيت انهىذست–قسم انميكاويك

 

 

 انخلاصت

فً  آيىٍَا وياء بًحهىل فزػً حؼًم ياص( -يٍ َىع يبادل حزاري)يىنذفً هذِ انذراست، حى ححهٍم دورة ايخصاص 

(. وٌشًم انخحهٍم يؼادلاث انكخهت وانؼٍُت EESً نهذِ انذورة باسخخذاو بزَايج )ظزوف يسخمزة. حى حُفٍذ انًىدٌم انحساب

طٍ حثهٍج.  ((95نخطبٍماث حكٍٍف انهىاء بسؼت حبزٌذ لذرها ياء  دورة يثهجوحفع انطالت. وٌسخخذو هذا انخحهٍم نًحاكاة 

ظزوف حشغٍهٍت ػُذ لٍى يخخهفت يٍ وكًا ٌسخخذو هذا انًثهج انًجًؼاث انشًسٍت كًصذر نهحزارة. وكذنك حى اخخٍار 

140كاَحً: درجاث انحزارة انخارجت يٍ انًىنذ) وكاَج نخمٍٍى أداء هذا انًثهج درجاث انحزارة
o
C  185إنى

o
C) ،

30  )انًكثف انخارجت يٍ درجاث انحزارة 
o
C  48)انى

o
C 2 )انًبخز ؛ انخارجت يٍ، درجت حزارة

o
C11انى

o
C)  َسبت

كغى /  1ػذل انخذفك انكخهً نًضخت انًحهىل ػُذ (0.36 انى  0.25)،انفزق فً حزكٍش الأيىٍَا( 00.18انى ؛0) الاَمساو

يؼايم أداء انذورة . وأظهزث انُخائج أٌ انظزوف انخشغٍم كاَج ػايم يؤثز ػهى 0.8؛ فؼانٍت انًبادل انحزاري ػُذ ثاٍَت

يؼايم أداء و سؼت انخبزٌذ نهذورة يغ سٌادة درجت حزارة انًىنذ و انًبخز فً حٍٍ أٌ أدائها ٌُخفض  حٍث ٌشداد يخىسظ

يغ سٌادة درجت حزارة انًكثف. كًا أظهزث َخائج انًحاكاة أٌ َسبت الاَمساو وفزق حزكٍش الأيىٍَا ٌؤثزاٌ بشكم كبٍز 

 ػهى أداء يثهج.

، ححهٍم يؼايم أداء،  EESجفزػً، بزَاي ياص(-يبادل حزاري)يىنذ يٍ َىعايخصاصً  : يثهج ياءانكهماث انمفتاحيت

 ثزيىدٌُايٍك.
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Nomenclature O Outlet  

C Specific heat capacity (kJ/kg.K) S Strong solution 

H Enthalpy [kJ/kg] R Refrigerant  

M Mass flow rate [kg/s] W Weak solution 

P Pressure(kPa) Abbreviations 

Q  Heat transfer rate(kW) AHX Absorber Heat Exchanger 

T  Temperature (C) COP Coefficient of performance 

W  Work (kW) EES Engineering Equation Solver 

X Species concentration GAX Generator-Absorber heat exchanger 

Greek symbols HE Heat exchanger 

ϵ Effectiveness H2O Water 

Subscripts NH3 Ammonia  

Abs Absorber  SHX Solution heat exchanger 

Co Condenser  TV Expansion valve  

Ev Evaporator    

Gen Generator    

In Inlet    

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

       The ammonia-water GAX chiller is adopted in numerous applications such as space 

cooling, space heating and refrigeration.  This chiller type has more advantages than others 

such as it has no crystallization risk and also it is appropriate for utilization in a medium 

temperature solar collector. Another advantage of this chiller, it uses for low temperatures in 

ranging from 5ºC down to -60ºC, which are useful for industrial cold processes.  On the other 

side, the main disadvantage of this chiller needs to high driving temperatures (Sabatelli et al., 

2007 and Wang et al., 2009 ). 

        Recent research activity on absorption refrigeration shows that the increasing  number of 

effects and stages leads to rise the cycle efficiency (Eicker, 2009).  But, the increasing the 

number of heat exchangers in these cycles produces to increase of both cost and complexity.  

The solutions of these problems are using generator-absorber heat exchanger (GAX) cycles. 

These cycles are similar to a single stage cycle and it have possible to improve performance of 

these cycles. However, it is not easy to improve the heat transfer between the generator and 

absorber, which is complicated in GAX cycles.  

        Engler et al., 1997 defined the split ratio (SR) of the branched GAX cycle to be the mass 

flow rate ratio between the recirculated stream and the total stream in the absorber (i.e. the high 

temperature end ). Therefore, the conventional GAX cycle (no branch)  would have an SR of 0 

, while a GAX cycle with one branch recycling the entire flow would have an SR of 1.0. For an 

ammonia-water branched GAX cycle with evaporator exit temperature of 10°C, condenseri exit 

temperaturei of 42.2°C, and generator exit temperature of 195°C. The authors found that a 

branch is only useful with SR between 0.0 and 0.65. Maximum performance occurs when SR = 

0.3 with a COP of 1.08. For the equivalent GAX cycle without branch, they show a COP of 1. 

The improved thermal performance of the branched GAX cycle is somewhat offset by the 

increased electricity needed for the second pump. Erickson et al., 1996 characterize another 

performance limitation in the ammonia-water branched GAX cycle. In an experimental 

comparison of a basic and a branched GAX cycle, both cycles are operated at a cooling 

capacity of 14.6 kW and a lift of 38.9°C. They found the steady-state basic GAX COP to be 

1.06, while the branched GAX COP was only 1.04. The poor performance of the branched 

GAX  is attributed to sub-cooling in the absorber. Sub-cooling has a greater penalty for the 

branched GAX cycle, as the cooler liquid is recirculated, which negates the benefits of the 

branch.  Erickson et al., 1996 developed prototype of air-cooled GAX chiller with a cooling 

capacity of 10.6kW and worked by both natural gas and solar energy. The chiller was attained 

COP of 0.86. Garimella et al., 1996,  Grossman et al., 1995 and Grossman and Zaltash, 
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2001 have using modular simulation tool for absorption cycles which is called ABSIM to 

design and to estimate the performance of GAX heat pumps. Velazquez and Best, 2002 

designed NH3-H2O  absorption heat pump with an air cooled GAX worked by a hybrid natural 

gas and solar energy. The their heat pump has capacity of 10.6 kW. The results of their analysis 

indicated that the efficiency of the heat pump is reduced with an increase in the temperature 

difference between condenser and evaporator. 

        A few researches on the GAX cycles has been carried out in simulation programs. So, this 

study aims to simulate and evaluate different variables of operation conditions affect branched 

GAX cycle in detail. 

 

 branched gax cycle description and working principle 
 

       Branched GAX absorption cycle uses water (H2O) as the transport medium (absorbent) and 

ammonia (NH3) as the refrigerant.  It usually constructs from an ordinary GAX absorption 

cycle absorption with an added second solution pump to increase the mass flow rate at the 

absorber, especially in the high temperature portion. As shown in fig. 1, it constructs from one 

generator with GAX-G, condenser, two solution pump, rectifier, one pre-cooler, absorber with 

GAX-A, evaporator, and two throttling valves. These components are connected in two closed  

loops.  These loops are as following: the first loop for aqueous ammonia solution (H2O-NH3) 

consisted from Generator, GAX-generator, Absorber, GAX-absorber (GAX-A), two solution 

pumps and solution throttling valves while the second loop for the absorbent (NH3) consisted 

from rectifier, condenser, pre-cooler, throttling valve and evaporator.  On the other side, the 

auxiliary systems are connected to chiller cycle which are as following:   
 

1- Solar collector connected with generator to heat and maintain hot water supply 

temperature, 

2- Air-cooled system to cool the refrigerant for both the condenser and absorber,  

3- System consisted of storage tank and air-handling unit to conditioning space below 

ambient conditions which is typically installed outside the buildings.  

       The Branched GAX absorption chiller has high and low pressure and two sorbent 

circulation paths with constant pressure. The heat coming from both the GAX-absorber and 

from the external source to both GAX-generator and generator, respectively is transferred to the 

solution where it is liberated ammonia vapor from the solution. The hot ammonia vapor exiting 

from generator is cooled into the rectifier (state point 5) and part of the water condenses and 

moves to the absorber (state point 4)after passing through the throttle valve.  The hot ammonia 

vapor is supplied to the condenser (state point 7) where it condenses into a liquid at high 

pressure by removing heat to the cold surroundings.  The liquid ammonia from the condenser 

(state point 8) exchanges the heat through  precooler (state point 10) where it is cooled and 

throttles to the evaporator at low pressure and temperature (state point 10). After that the 

refrigerant (ammonia) boils by absorbing heat from the water circulated between the evaporator 

and the conditioning space (i.e. cooling output).  The refrigerant vapor in the evaporator moves 

back into the pre-cooler in order to be heated before entering to absorber  (state point 12).  The 

strong solution is pumped to the absorber by a solution pump where it is preheated and then it 

enters the generator. On the other hand, the strong solution is also pumped  by another  solution  

pump to the generator which increases flow rate in the high temperature section of the 

generator. The results increases the cycle performance as well. The cycle is completed.  

 
MATHEMATICAL MODELING 
 

Some  assumptions are made to simplify the model:  

1-The model is done under steady state conditions. 
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2-The kinetic and potential energies are neglected. 

3-Pressure losses are negligible in all components of the cycles. 

4-The NH3-H2O  solution at the absorber exit is a strong solution. 

5-The ammonia leaves both evaporator and condenser at saturated vapor and liquid states, 

respectively. 

6- Saturated vapor leaves the rectifier 

7- The initial state of water inside the  system is at an environment temperature of 25 °C and 

pressure of 1 atm. 

8-The system is worked by the solar energy and the system produces chilled water,. 
 

The general equations of these principles are specified as 

 
 

.
.

in out

Mass balance

m m 
  

 

   

.
.

in out

Species balance

mX mX 
 

 

. . . .

0
in outin out

Energy balance

Q W m h m h      
 

 

The split ratio (SR) is defined as the flow ratio between the branch stream and the maximum 

stream in the absorber and is given by: 
 

15

1

m
SR

m
                                                                                                                               (4) 

 

The cooling mode coefficient of performance (COPc) for absorption cycle is given by the 

following formula 

 

1 2

Ev
c

G p p

QEvaperator load
COP

Energy input Q W W
 

 
                                                                            (5) 

 

Component Analysis 
  

       The cycle was treated as an independent element for each component with a certain 

number of input values. The components of GAX absorption chiller with their state points can 

be depicted in fig. 2. The components are: (1) Generator, (2) Absorber, (3) Precooler, (4) 

Evaporator, (5) condenser, (6) Rectifier, (7) Solution expansion valve, (8) Refrigerant 

expansion valve, (9) Solution pump, (10) Solution pump. The mass, species and energy 

equations can be applied to each components of absorption cycle as shown in Table 1. 

 

 Model Validation 
 

          The theoretical results done by Engler et al., 1997 for the conventional and branched 

GAX absorption cycle are used to validate the simulation results of present study. The results 

are compared under steady state operation conditions: evaporatori exit temperature of 10°C, 

condenseri exit temperature of 42.2°C, and generator exit temperature of 195°C.The 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 
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comparative of the COP values is highlighted in Table 2. Good agreements were observed 

between the present results and the presented by Engler et al., 1997. 
 

 Simulation model 
 

       In this study, a computational program is carried out using EES software (Klein, 2009). 

This program is based on equations of mass and heat balances for the thermodynamic 

properties of  NH3-H2O  pair. Simulation of one-stage GAX absorption chiller cycle includes 

inputs and outputs. The inputs of the system include the evaporator exit temperature , generator 

exit temperature, condenser exit temperature, absorber exit temperature, mass flow rate of 

refrigerant, and effectiveness of heat exchangers. The outputs include the enthalpies, mass flow 

rates, ammonia concentrations, temperatures, and pressures at each state points as well as heat 

transfer rates, cooling capacity, and coefficient of performance (COP). 

         Simulations are done for a constant cooling load QEv = 95 TR, generator exit temperature 

of 163°C, condenser and absorber exit temperature of 40°C, evaporator exit temperature of 

5°C, solution mass flow rate through the first pump 1 kg/s, heat exchanger effectiveness 

condensate precooler ϵ=0.8 and pump efficiency of 50%  . Under these operating conditions, 

the output parameters (temperature, pressures, vapor quality, flow rate, concentration and 

concentration) and various state points (1-17) are delineated in Table 3. The performance 

parameters results and heat transfer rates generated by EES for absorption chiller cycle are 

reported in Table 4. 

 

 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 

       The present study focuses on the effect of  generator temperature , evaporator temperature, 

condenser temperature on the system performance. The results  of this cycle are summarizes in   

Tables (2 and 3) 

 

 Effect of generator temperature 
 
 

  The effect of generator temperature on the performance of branched GAX chiller cycle as 

shown in fig. 3. As the  generator temperature increases  from 140 to 185 
ᵒ
Ϲ, the COP of the 

system increases from 0.87 to 1.225  and also the cooling load increases from 393 kW to 430 

kW.  

         Fig. 4 shows the relationship between the temperature of generator and thermal load of 

the cycle.  It can be found that the heat loads of GAX  and both condenser, evaporator are 

increased linearly with the increase of the generator temperature. Also, the thermal loads of 

generator and absorber have a contra relation with the increase of temperature generator. 

 

 Effect of condenser temperature 
 

       Fig. 5  shows the effect of condenser temperature on the performance of branched GAX 

chiller cycle.  It is found that the  COP of the system decreased from 1.465 to 0.833 as the 

condenser  temperature increases from 30°C to 48°C.  As shown in same figure, the cooling 

load decreases from 502 kW to 413 kW with the same condenser temperature increment.  

       While in fig. 6, all the curves of the thermal loads of generator and absorber increased with 

the increasing of the temperature of condenser. The two curves of condenser and evaporator 

load have inversely behavior.    

 

 Effect of evaporator temperature 
 

           The temperature of evaporator has a different effect on the performance of branched 

GAX chiller as shown in fig. 7. It can be found the COP  and cooling load of the system 
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increases from 0.97-1.29  and 435-512kW, respectively as the temperature of the evaporator 

increased from 2
ᵒ
Ϲ to 11

ᵒ
Ϲ.  

While in fig. 8, all the curves of the thermal load of GAX, condenser, generator, rectifier and 

pre-cooler increase with the increasing of the temperature of generating. The other two curves 

of generator load and absorber have inversely behavior. 

 

Effect of split ratio (SR) 
 

            Fig.  9 shows the effect of split ratio (SR) on the performance of branched GAX chiller 

cycle.  It is found that a branch is only useful with SR ranged between (0-0.124) as the COP 

increases from 1.1 to 1.16. After this range of SR, the performance starts to decrease to 1.109  

with increasing  SR to 0.18.  Also, the cooling load increased with increasing SR. i.e. the split 

ratio has the restrictions on the cycle performance.   

           Fig. 10   shows the relationship between the SR and thermal loads for the cycle. The 

heat loads of GAX and condenser are increased linearly with increasing SR. The heat loads of 

both rectifier and pre-cooler slightly increased with SR. While the other loads of generator and 

absorber have different behaviors. 

 

 Effect of ammonia concentration 
  

     Fig. 11 illustrates the system COP and cooling load as function of difference in ammonia 

concentration between rich and weak solution. The system COP and cooling loads increased as the 

difference in ammonia concentration increased. This is because of the increasing the ammonia 

(refrigerant) in account of water (absorbent) inside the system.  

   

CONCLUSIONS 
  

          In this work, a branched GAX absorption cycle utilizing a NH3-H2O  solution as working 

fluid has been investigated under steady state conditions. According to the simulation results, 

we concluded the following: 
 

1-As the generator exit temperature ranged from 140-185°C, the COP and cooling load of the 

cycle increased from 0.87-1.225 and 393 kW to 430 kW, respectively.  
 

2-Reducing the condensing temperature as low as possible is incapable of maximizing the 

chiller COP. 
 

3-A branch is only useful with SR between 0 and 0.124 where the COP increases from 1.1 to 

1.16. on the other hand, the cooling load increases with increasing SR. 

 

4-The system COP and cooling loads increase as the difference in ammonia concentration 

increases. 
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                  Table 1: Summary of equations for each component of the cycle. 

 

 

 
 

        Table 2:  Comparison of results between the percent study and Engler et al., 1997.  
 

Cycle type Present Study Engler et al., 1997  Difference   

Conventional GAX cycle  1.05 1.0 4.7% 

branched GAX cycle 1.12 1.08 3.5% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Components  Mass, spices and energy balances State points  
Generator 

2 6 16 3 5

2 2 6 6 16 16 3 3 5 5. . . . .

m m m m m
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2, 3, 5, 6, 16 
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v l

v v l l

m m m m m m
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 5 5 14 14 2 2 6 6 16 16 14 14. . . . . .GAX G l l v vQ m h m h m h m h m h m h        

2, 5, 6, 14v, 14l, 16 

Absorber  12 4 1 15

12 12 4 4 1 1 15 15. . . .

m m m m

m X m X m X m X

  

  
 

 12 12 4 4 17 17 1 1 2 2 15 15. . . . . .AbsTotQ m h m h m h m h m h m h       

1, 4, 12, 15 

GAX-Absorber 
4 13 15 13

4 4 13 13 15 15 13 13. . . .

v l

v v l l

m m m m

m X m X m X m X

  

  
 

 4 4 13 13 13 13 15 15. . . .GAX A v v l lQ m h m h m h m h      

4, 13v, 13l, 15 

Evaporator 10 11

10 10 11 11. .Ev

m m

m h Q m h
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Table  3: The computed state point results for the cycle. 

State 

points 

Temperature 

(OC) 

Pressure 

(kPa) 

Quality 

Kg/kg 

Mass flow 

rate(Kg/s) 

Enthalpy 

KJ/kg 

Con.(X) 

(kg/kg) 

1 40.0 478.4 0.000 1.000 -60.6 0.489 

2 83.7 1548.0 0.000 1.000 139.8 0.489 

3 163.0 1548.0 0.000 0.698 607.4 0.140 

4 123.4 478.4 0.095 0.698 607.4 0.140 

5 83.7 1548.0 1.000 0.435 1440.4 0.984 

6 83.7 1548.0 0.000 0.009 139.7 0.489 

7 67.3 1548.0 1.000 0.426 1383.3 0.995 

8 40.0 1548.0 0.000 0.426 187.3 0.995 

9 12.2 1548.0 -0.001 0.426 53.5 0.995 

10 3.1 478.4 0.034 0.426 53.5 0.995 

11 5.0 478.4 0.940 0.426 1198.0 0.995 

12 30.2 478.4 0.993 0.426 1331.8 0.995 

13 83.7 478.4     

14 123.4 1548.0     

15 83.7 478.4 0.000 0.124 189.4 0.261 

16 84.1 1548.0 -0.001 0.124 191.8 0.261 

17 40.4 1548.0 -0.001 1.000 -58.0 0.489 

 

 

 

 

      Table 4: The performance parameter results of the cycle. 

Parameter  Values  

 Qabs(kW) 362 

QGAX(kW) 468.7 

QCO(kW) 509 

QEv (kW) 487 

Qgen (kW) 417 

Qrect(kW) 36 

QPC(kW) 57 

Plow(kPa) 478.42 

Phigh(kPa) 1548 

Pratio 3.24 

Solution pump, Wp(kW) 2.6 

Solution pump, Wp1(kW) 0.3 

COP(-) 1.16 
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Fig. 1: Block diagram of a branched GAX absorption cycle. 
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Fig. 2: Sketch of individual components for absorption chiller 
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Fig. 3: System COP and cooling load as a function of  generator  temperature 
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Fig. 4: Thermal loads as a function of generator  temperature. 
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Fig. 5: System COP and cooling load as a function of condenser temperature. 
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Fig. 6: Thermal loads as a function of condenser temperature. 
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             Fig. 7: System COP and cooling load as a function of evaporator  temperature. 
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               Fig. 8: Thermal loads as a function of evaporator  temperature. 
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Fig. 9: Variation in system COP and cooling load as a function of SR. 
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Fig. 10: Variation in system thermal loads as a function of SR. 
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Fig. 11: System COP as a function of concentration difference. 
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